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Children’s Advocacy Centers (CACs) are local community organizations designed to serve
child victims of abuse and their families. The CAC multidisciplinary approach maximizes the
strength of all disciplines involved in child sexual abuse investigations and minimizes the
trauma to child victims. A 2006 article by Shadoin et al. found that CAC services can save on
average $1,000 in investigatory costs per child abuse case compared to non-CAC
communities. In 2024, CACs in Ohio served 10,822 children, meaning CACs could have
saved thousands in investigative costs while promoting positive case outcomes. In 2024,
multidisciplinary teams saw the below case outcomes in children’s services dispositions and
case prosecutions:
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https://calio.dspacedirect.org/items/9aa920bb-3a5a-4258-b975-a0644c30b225
https://www.nationalchildrensalliance.org/media-room/national-statistics-on-child-abuse/

Served

10,822
Children in
2024

0-5yo 6-10yo 11-17yo 18-24yo 25+ TOTAL
Female 12% 15% 28% 1% <1% 56%
Male 9% 11% 8% <1% <1% 30%
Undisclosed 149,
ceeesccesseeseesesesecsseessesseeseesseeseesseesess Uk r@mim <1%
Decline to <1%
101 of CAC cases in Ohio in 2024 were Answer

military involved and 91 of these were
“ worked in conjunction with CACs that have a
MOU with a military entity.

CACs in Ohio offer several services to child victims of abuse and their families including
either in-house or linked service to community providers for forensic interviews, medical
treatment, mental health treatment, and victim advocacy.

Were interviewed by trained Received medical services or
forensic interviewers following referrals for medical services by
center protocols and guidelines the center or MDT partners

1,072 children received evidence collection services

Received mental health services or Received victim advocacy
referrals for mental health services services before, during, and/or
by the center or MDT partners after their CAC visit
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The 10,822 children that Ohio CACs served in 2024 were
abused by 8,742 offenders that were reported.

..'. Other Known
73% of offenders in Ohio in 2024 were known to o 3’%?,?070, 11%
families and child victims, and 60% were family ..' ,%é:;?a UnEen,
members or significant others. Nationwide, the 4 25%
majority of offenders (77%) are parents (NCA, :.
2024). This highlights a need to challenge :
traditional stranger danger messaging to children .
and families and ensure that children and families .', Parent
understand body safety, grooming, and how to “ 27%
engage in preventive measures to child abuse. .,
Age of Offenders in Ohio in
2024
Unknown Many offenders in Ohio are adults,
Not however, 17% of offenders are youth. This
Disclosed continues to highlight the need to
25+yo provide body safety education and to

ensure that youth who are engaging in
abusive behaviors with other youth are
12-17yo referred to mental health treatment.
Nationwide in 2022, 16% of people

18-24yo

Under 11yo .
alleged to have abused a child were
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https://www.nationalchildrensalliance.org/media-room/national-statistics-on-child-abuse/
https://www.nationalchildrensalliance.org/media-room/national-statistics-on-child-abuse/

Children’s Advocacy Centers in Ohio support positive case outcomes for
children, families, investigators, and communities.

2024 Data on Child Abuse Referrals and CAC Services in Ohio

2024 Ohio Statewide CPS 2024 Ohio CPS and CAC Data
and CAC Data in Counties with a CAC Location

CPS Abuse/Neglect Referrals &
200,937 74% 149,671

CPS Abuse/Neglect Referrals

CPS PA/SA Referrals 750/ CPS PA/SA Referrals
87,445 by 65,659

CAC Children Served
10,822

CACFls
8,213

CPS Indicated/Substantiated
75% CPS Indicated/Substantiated

Source: Ohio Department of Job and Family Services Child Abuse and Neglect Referrals and Outcomes Dashboard and Ohio Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers 2024
Annual Survey data.

Children Served in Ohio 2018-
2024

12000
Ohio has seen an overall 20% increase

10000 in children served across the state
since 2018, though it experienced a
significant increase from 2021 to 2022

8000 (26%) after a small decrease from 2019

000 to 2020 (-4%). Most recently, from
2023-2024, Ohio saw a 11% increase
in children served, however there has

4000 been minimal increase in child abuse
and neglect referrals to children

2000 service agencies and a 1% decrease in
child physical and sexual abuse screen

0 ins through children service agencies

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 from 2023 to 2024 (DJES, 2024). This
might suggest stronger collaborations
among multidisciplinary team partners
and improved cross-referrals.
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https://data.jfs.ohio.gov/dashboards/foster-care-and-adult-protective-services/child-abuse-and-neglect-referrals-and-outcomes
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