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OPINION

Investigators in June allegedly found 16 children
trapped in “deplorable conditions” inside a home in
Vinton County.
Two children needed to be airlifted to higher-level

trauma centers, and seven others required hospital
stays. The children’s parents and grandparents −Eliz-
abeth andGary L. Siders Jr. and Christina andGary L.
Siders Sr. − are currently facing charges of child en-
dangerment.
This house-of-horrors case is just oneof the tens of

thousands of child abuse cases that unfold in Ohio
each year.
These victims of child abuse depend on a network

of services that help themheal and hold their abusers
accountable in court. But funding for these services
could sooncollapseunlessCongresspasses theCrime
Victims Fund Stabilization Act.
The bipartisan measure would replenish funding

at no cost to taxpayers.

Advocacy network must be supported

It’s thanks to federal funding that Ohio has been
able to build an effective support network of Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Centers, which employ multidisci-
plinary teams of professionals trained to support vic-
tims and their families throughout every stage of the
recovery process.
Children’s Advocacy Centers also help collect evi-

dence, coordinate with prosecutors and streamline
the investigation process to bring abusers to justice.
For young victims of child abuse, explaining the

horrific experiences they’ve undergone can be espe-
cially difficult.
That’s why the centers’ specially trained providers

conduct forensic interviews that can produce evi-
dence that will hold up in court without retraumatiz-
ing the abused children. Last year, of the 2,300 cases
Ohio centers referred to prosecution, more than 250
resulted in convictions and roughly 400 in pleas.
There are currently 36 Children’s Advocacy Cen-

ters across Ohio. Collectively, they provided medical
care, counseling and victim advocacy services to al-
most 12,000 children and their families last year.
These facilities help relieve pressure on Ohio’s

child protective services system, which is stretched

thin as is.
The Vinton County case alone has pushed the De-

partment of Children and Youth to request $1 million
in additional state funding to copewith the “childpro-
tection crisis.”
Investing in these centers saves money in the long

run.
The Health Policy Institute of Ohio estimates that

“adverse childhood experiences,” such as abuse and
neglect, contribute to more than $10 billion in annual
health care and related spending. That’s not including
the other substantial costs to the state child protec-
tion, behavioral health, criminal justice and educa-
tion systems.
Children’s Advocacy Centers save an average of

$1,000 in investigatory costs per child. One study
showed that $100,000 dedicated to a center’s pro-
grams can generatemore than $6.5million in societal
benefits, largely asa result of reducedcrimeand lower
long-term health spending.
Much of the funding for Children’s Advocacy Cen-

ters comes fromtheCrimeVictimsFund,whichdraws
on fines paid by individuals convicted of federal
crimes. The fund held $13 billion in assets in 2017. But
that total had plunged to just more than $2 billion by
2024.
There’s a simple solution that could shore up fund-

ing for Ohio’s Children’s Advocacy Centers.
The Crime Victims Fund Stabilization Act would

directfines that fraudsters currentlypay to the federal
government into the Crime Victims Fund after the
government andwhistleblowers have been fully paid.
In other words, the bill wouldn’t require any new bur-
dens on taxpayers.
It has immense bipartisan support. In fact, it’s so

unobjectionable that theHouseofRepresentativesal-
ready passed it without opposition. And it currently
has 31 co-sponsors in the Senate, nearly evenly split
between Democrats and Republicans.
But time is running out for the Senate to act.With-

out a more reliable source of funding, Children’s Ad-
vocacy Centers in Ohio and across the country could
be forced to make difficult decisions about the ser-
vices they provide to victims and families.
The Senate should pass the Crime Victims Fund

Stabilization Act before the end of the year. Doing so
would help ensure that thousands of young Ohioans
can continue to receive the support they need to re-
cover from abuse and help bring their abusers to jus-
tice.
Danielle McCament is the chief executive officer of

the Ohio Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers.
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When Republicans lose Karl Rove, you know the
party is in trouble.
Rove, an architect of George W. Bush’s two presi-

dential election victories, recently wrote an op-ed for
TheWall Street Journal inwhichheannouncedhewill
vote for Democrat Jon Rosenthal over Republican Bo
French for Texas railroad commissioner.
Granted, even if everything is bigger in Texas, a

vote in a secondary state race isn’t usually national
news. It is, however, in this case for two reasons.
One, Rove is as dyed in Republican red as they

come. Two, Rove’s support for a Democrat is prompt-
edbyRepublicanFrench’s vile comments aboutAsian
students at the University of Texas.
Other establishment Republicans, including Texas

Sen. John Cornyn, have rightly denounced French.
I’m glad to see them take that stand.
But don’t be fooled into thinking their disappoint-

ment, frustration and simmering anger end with a
third-rate candidate for an obscure office.

Loyal Republicans tired of Trump’s antics

I’ve talked in recent months to a number of strong
conservatives and loyal Republicans who’ve ex-
pressed growing frustration with the direction of the
party and the often shaky leadership of President
Donald Trump.
Unlike Rove, few of them are ready to start voting

forDemocrats, especially as socialists gainmore trac-
tion among progressives. But they have lost hope that
the GOP will turn back anytime soon to its historical
values, which once included promoting free markets,
free people, legal immigration and strong partner-
ships with allies in North America, Europe and be-
yond.
Today’s party leaders are instead much too com-

fortable with alternative facts, trashing fellow Amer-
icanswhoholdopposingviewsandbullyinghistorical
allies into submission.
French’s comments about Asian students were

particularly ugly, but not exactly shocking given
Trump’s past rhetoric about immigrants and refu-
gees.

It’s fair to ask why Rove and others are objecting
now. After all, Trump has taken the GOP in directions
thathavealarmedsomemainstreamRepublicansand
many other Americans for more than a decade.
Most of the never-Trumperswho spoke out in 2016

and for years afterweren’tDemocrats or liberals. They
were old-fashioned conservatives and proud of it.
But they were ridiculed as RINOs (Republicans in

nameonly) by theMAGAfaithful andsometimeseven
directly insulted by the president himself. Most old-
style Republicans fell in line, even as they cringed be-
hind the scenes at Trump’s antics.

Trump train running out of steam

Establishment Republicans – think of them as the
party’s mainstream when Bush was president and
John McCain and Mitt Romney were the presidential
nominees in 2008 and 2012 – may have gone silent,
but they haven’t gone away. And they gain new allies
every day that the war with Iran drags on and gas
prices hover above $4 a gallon.
Trump’s disapproval rating is now at 50%orworse

in deep-red states such as Florida, Iowa, Kentucky
and Ohio.
It’s a brutal reality that Republican candidates na-

tionwide must try to navigate. I suspect a crushing
number of them will fail come November.
For a decade, the Republican Party fell into forma-

tion behind Trump – no matter how outrageous his
actions or comments – because he did the one thing
that surpasses everything else in politics: He won.
Trump delivered more than the White House in

2016 and 2024. Republicans became America’s domi-
nant party, controlling Congress, the judicial branch
and statehouses from Tallahassee, Florida, and Aus-
tin to Des Moines and Columbus, Ohio.
Even liberals’ death grip on the newsmedia, higher

education and the entertainment industry began to
slip.
Conservatives were finally ascendant, thanks to

Trump’s strange butwinningmix of vision, acrimony,
ego and force-of-nature energy.
But the Trump train is now running out of steam,

and establishment Republicans, never fully comfort-
able with a mercurial president, are jumping off.
The days of winning are gone. And with them,

much of the president’s support.
Tim Swarens is a former deputy opinion editor

with USA TODAY and former opinion editor of The In-
dianapolis Star.
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Transgender health care has been at the forefront
of the political news.
Misleading informationattached topolicydebates

has dire consequences for the people these policies
claim to protect. Therefore, it is crucial to understand
how the medical and psychological communities ac-
tually approach transgender youth health care.
Gender-affirming care provides compassionate

support to people who identify their gender outside
of typical definitions of female and male.
This care includes recognizing social changes –

such as name or pronoun preferences – as well as
psychological and medical care.
In today’s hostile political climate, psychological

care helps youth copewith discrimination and bene-
fits self-understanding. Medical care may involve
hormone therapy or surgeries, depending on age and
individual choices.

Trans kids are not going under the knife

Despite political claims that young children un-
dergo surgery, evidence-based practices guide care.
The World Professional Association of Transgender
Health Standards of Care have been guiding trans-
gender health care since 1979.
Now in their 8th edition, these regularly updated

standards are supported by every major psycholog-
ical and medical association.
Prepubescent transgender children do not under-

go hormonal or surgical procedures. Standards of
care recommend only mental health care and social
support for the youngest peoplewho express a trans-
gender identity. Transgender children entering pu-
berty may be prescribed puberty-blocking medica-
tions.
This reversible therapy pauses physical changes,

giving family and health care teams years before any
permanent gender-affirming care might begin. Fur-
ther, medical interventions occur only after the clin-
ical team determines a child has the cognitive and
emotional maturity to understand the processes and
their implications.
Parents are involved in treatment decisions for

minors. The standards of care also require that, prior
to any medical intervention (puberty blockers or
cross-gender hormones), the transgender youth
demonstrate a prolonged and marked experience
with gender identity incongruence.
Cross-gender hormones generally are not pre-

scribed until at least age 16. Prior to any surgical in-
terventions, theyouthwill beonhormone therapy for
at least 12 months.
These protocols build in time for thoughtful con-

sideration of every step. Counter to many political
ads, young children are not undergoing irreversible
changes to their bodies.

Laws harming children

Importantly, research supports the benefits of
gender-affirming care. When trans youth are sup-
ported by their family, peers, and school personnel,
they have positive mental health outcomes – less
anxiety and depression than trans youth lacking
support. Puberty blockers help youth avoid distress
caused by unwanted changes to their bodies.
Laws denying transgender children affirming care

cause harm.
A lack of care increases depression and suicidality

in these children. Banning them from sports denies
themanactivity known to reduce stress, anxiety, and
depression, magnifying psychological harm.
Simple acts like using a child’s affirmed name can

be life-sustaining. Yet teachers are being threatened
with job loss and legal penalties for doing so. Addi-
tionally, when families andmedical teams agree that
gender-affirming procedures are in a child’s best in-
terest, treatment is delivered intentionally and stra-
tegically in a manner consistent with established
medical standards. Politicians should not be allowed
to intervene and mandate processes counter to dec-
ades of established safe practice.
Instead of addressing everyday issues like infla-

tion and affordable health care, politicians are jeop-
ardizing vulnerable youth.
Health care decisions belong between patients,

parents and medical teams.
The Standards of Care have ensured humane and

compassionate treatment of trans youth for nearly
five decades. Allowing political rhetoric to override
this medical consensus endangers their well-being.
Vikki Krane is a professor emeritus of sport man-

agementandkinesiologyatBowlingGreenStateUni-
versity, specializing in sport psychology. They are an
editor of the books “Reimagining the Gendering of
Sport” (2025, Elgar publisher); “Sex,Gender, andSex-
uality in Sport: Queer Inquiries” (2019, Routledge);
and “Applied Sport Psychology: Personal Growth to
Peak Performance” (McGraw-Hill, 2026).
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